Panel paints bullseye on Endangered Species Act

By Kevin DARST
Reporter-Herald Staff Writer

GREELEY The Endangered
Species Act would work better if it
gave private landowners more incen-
tives and tried harder to keep species
off the list to begin with, a like-minded
haamm&l % Marilyn Musgrave at a

As 11:gls, landowners fear the El:m:l.ﬂ.:i1

Act, or ESA, so muc
mstr; find such species, they're
more likely to destroy them than re-
port them to a government agency,
said Jim Sims, executive director of
Partnership of the West, an advocate
for business, oil and gas and timber in-

dustries.
“What most le do is shoot, shov-
el and shut up,” Sims said. “Most peo-

ple hope they don’t find these birds, be-

cause won't
be there next

e
hearing, host-
ed by Rep. Musgrave,
R-Fort Morgan, and
. Frank Lacas, R-
Okla., looked at the
Siney
AgTY and pro-
ducers. Sims joined
tatives from
the Colorado Farm
Bureau, Colorado
Cattlemen's Associa-
tion, Colorado Divi-
of Natural Re-
sources and the
Rocky Mountain
Birdﬂﬂhservatury on the five-member
panel,
Sims argued the 30-year-old ESA

Manday that dis-
cussed the effec-
tiveness of the
Endangered
Species Act

doesn't work because it dues:u’t help
recover once re put on the

list. Sims used U.S. Fish and Wildlife
statistics to argue that the ESA has not
been responsible for the recovery of
one of the 1,300-plus plant and animal
species listed as threatened or endan-

Some environmentalists agree with
that but say the ESA has succeeded be-
cause it prevents listed species from
extinction, something Sims acknowl-

edg%eat the hearing.

fact that we're not recovering
them is not failure,” said Jacob Smith,
executive director of the Center for Na-

. tive Ecosystems. “We know that when

you list a ies, the chance of extine-
tion goes down a lot. The act is the
safe net“

Colorado Division of Natural Re-
sources Director Russell George

said states need more government
funding to implement that safety
net, and that recovery for

ies should be clear when they're
listed, something he argued isn't done

Now.

“If there's enough science to say a
species requires listing, there's enough
to kl]i:liwr ééowhen WdE’VE recovered a
species,” rge said.

Panel members said landowners, es-
pecially farmers and ranchers, should
m:e mr:entit\;es to protect species on

I proper
“Dashu;ed E&ha\&l%r;r is always more
apt to be achieve provi a car-
rot rather than a stick, “dusallgd Alan
Foutz, president of the Colorado Farm
Bureau. “As it currently stands, there
iﬁic no carrot in the Endangered Species

t »

But there’s also not enough funding

What most people do is
shoot, shovel and shut up.”
Jim Sims
executive director,
Parnternship of the West

to help the ESA work, said Lauren

MeCain, desert and grassland coordi-

nator of Forest Guardians, a New
Mexico-based group with a Denver of-

fice.

“It's chronic underfunding,” MeCain
said. “We need a fully implemented,
fully funded Endangered Species Act.

Ag producers are going
times. It's easy to lash out at

dangered Species Act.”
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